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At the Sixth International Congress of Geography (London, 1895), G. Gerland (Germany) presented E. v. Rebeur-Paschwitz’ ideas 
on the necessity of an international cooperation in seismology. At the Seventh Congress (Berlin, 1899) a Commission 
séismologique permanente was created. The first meeting of the Commission was held in Strasbourg in 1901 under the name 
of Première Conférence Séismologique Internationale. Subsequent conferences were held in Strasbourg (1903) and Berlin 
(1905). During the 2nd Strasbourg meeting, an international convention had been drafted to form the Association Internationale 
de Séismologie by signatures of member states. After being signed by 18 states the convention came in power on 1 April 1904. 
It consisted of a permanent Bureau located in Strasbourg, General Assemblies and a Commission Permanente. The Commission 
Permanente was formed during the Berlin conference and met in Rome (1906), The Hague (1907), Zermatt (1910), Manchester 
(1911), and Strasbourg (1922). General Assemblies were held jointly in The Hague, Manchester, and Strasbourg. The Association 
was dissolved by the Strasbourg General Assembly. At the first IUGG General Assembly (Rome, 1922), seismology became one 
of the constituent Sections of the Union. It changed its name to International Association of Seismology at the IV IUGG General 
Assembly (Stockholm, 1930) and took its present name at the IX IUGG General Assembly (Brussels, 1951). For a detailed account 
of the history of the International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth’s Interior, see: J. H. Hodgson, Our 
Association, its Past as a Guide to its Future (Comptes Rendus de l’AISPIT, n15, Première Partie, 12-28, 1967); J.-P. Rothé, Fifty 
Years of the International Association of Seismology (1901-1951) (BSSA, 71, 905–923, 1981); R. Adams, International Seismology  
(in International Handbook of Earthquake & Engineering Seismology, ed. by Willie Lee et al., 29-37, 2002); and J. Schweitzer & 
T. Lay, IASPEI: its origins and the promotion of global seismology (History of Geo- and Space Sciences, 10, 173-180, 2019).   

 
IASPEI BUREAU 2023-2027 
 President: Michelle Grobbelaar  SOUTH AFRICA  
 First Vice-President: Li Li  CHINA  
 Second Vice-President: Dmitry Storchak  UK  
 Secretary General & Treasurer: Johannes Schweitzer NORWAY 

 
IASPEI EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2023-2027 
 Members: Sergio Barrientos CHILE 
  Fiona Ann Darbyshire CANADA  
  Christine Thomas GERMANY 
  Hrvoje Tkalćić AUSTRALIA 
 Past President: Kenji Satake  JAPAN  

 
IASPEI Early Career Scientists Group 
 Contacts: Irina Dallo SWITZERLAND 
  María del Puy Papí Isaba AUSTRIA 

 
IASPEI COMMISSIONS 

Commission on Tectonophysics and Crustal Structure 
 Co-Chair: Magdala Tesauro ITALY 

 
Commission on Earthquake Hazard, Risk & Strong Ground Motion (SHR) 
 Chair: Fabrice Cotton GERMANY 

 
Commission on Seismological Observation & Interpretation (CoSOI) 
 Chair: Torsten Dahm GERMANY 

 
Working Group on Seismic Scattering & Heterogeneity 
 Co-Chairs: Hisashi Nakahara JAPAN 
  Ulrich Wegler GERMANY 

 
Working Group on Utilization of Global 3-D Models for Seismic Observatory Applications 
 Chair: István Bondár HUNGARY 
 
Working Group on Magnitude Measurements 
 Chair: Allison Bent CANADA 
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Working Group on New Manual of Seismological Observatory Practice 
 Chair: Torsten Dahm GERMANY 

 
Working Group on Triggered and Induced Seismicity 
 Chair: Beata Orlecka-Sikora POLAND 

 
Working Group on Historical Seismicity 
 Co-Chairs: Paola Albini ITALY 
  Kenji Satake JAPAN 

 
Working Group on Reference Events for Improved Locations 
 Chair: Ryan J. Gallacher UK 

 
Working Group on Automatic and routine Moment tensors: benchmark and verification platform 
 Chair: Simone Cesca GERMANY 

 
Working Group on Review “classification of seismic events” (jointly with FDSN) 
 Chair: Dmitry Storchak UK 

 
Commission on Earthquake Generation Process - Physics, Modelling and Monitoring for Forecast 
 Chair: Eleftheria Papadimitriou GREECE 

 
Commission on Earthquake Source Mechanics 
 Chair: Satoshi Ide JAPAN 
    
 Joint IAG-IASPEI Sub-Commission on Seismo-Geodesy 
 Chair & IAG Representative: Jean-Mathieu Nocquet FRANCE 
 Vice-Chair & IASPEI 

Representative: 
Masayuki Kano JAPAN 

 
Commission on Education & Outreach 
 Co-Chairs: Raju Sarkar INDIA 
  Aaron Velasco USA 
  Xyoli Pérez-Campos MEXICO/AUSTRIA 

 

IASPEI REGIONAL COMMISSIONS 
 European Seismological Commission (ESC) 
      www.esc-web.org 
  President: Dmitry Storchak UK 
  Vice-President: Nicholas Voulgaris GREECE 
  Secretary General: Adrien Oth LUXEMBOURG 
  Assistant Secretary: Olga-Joan Ktenidou GREECE 
  Past President: María José Jiménez SPAIN 
     
 Asian Seismological Commission (ASC) 
     www.asc-iaspei.org 
  President: Ruben Tatevossian RUSSIA 
  First Vice-President: Makoto Okubo JAPAN  
  Second Vice-President: Sandeep Kumar Gupta INDIA 
  Secretary General: Li Li CHINA 
  Past President: Paramesh Banerjee SINGAPORE 
     
 African Seismological Commission (AfSC) 
     http://www.iaspei.org/commissions/africa-seismological-commission-afsc  
  President:  Paulina Amponsah GHANA 
  First Vice-President: Mohamed El-Gabry EGYPT 
  Second Vice-President: Momoun Chourak MOROCCO 
  Secretary General: Michelle Grobbelaar SOUTH AFRICA 
  Past President: Mustapha Meghraoui ALGERIA/FRANCE 
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Latin American and Caribbean Seismological Commission (LACSC) 
    http://www.iaspei.org/commissions/latin-american-and-caribbean-seismological-commission  

  President: Esteban J. Chaves Sibaja  COSTA RICA  
  Vice-President: Victor Huérfano Moreno PUERTO RICO 
  Secretary General: Xyoli Pérez-Campos MEXICO/AUSTRIA 
  Past President: Mario Ruiz  ECUADOR  

 
FURTHER GROUP WITH IASPEI COMMISSION STATUS 
 

International Federation of Digital Seismograph Networks (FDSN) 
     www.fdsn.org 
 Chair: Michelle Grobbelaar  SOUTH AFRICA  
 Secretary General Nick Ackerley CANADA 

 
IASPEI REPRESENTATIVES TO IUGG AND OTHER GROUPS 
 

IUGG Commission on Mathematical Geophysics 
 Secretary, Representative: Andrew Valentine UK  

 
IUGG Commission on Geophysical Risk and Sustainability 
 Representative: Mohsen Ghafory-Ashtiany IRAN 

 
IUGG Commission on Study of the Earth's Deep Interior (SEDI) 
 Representative: Lauren Waszek AUSTRALIA 

 
IUGG Commission on Climatic and Environmental Changes  
 Representative: Domenico Giardini SWITZERLAND 
 
IUGG Commission on Planetary Science 
 Representative: Philippe Lognonné FRANCE 
 
IUGG/IUGS International Lithosphere Program (ILP) 
 Representative Alexander Rudloff GERMANY 
 
International Seismological Centre Executive Committee 
 Representative: IASPEI Secretary-General 

(Johannes Schweitzer 
 
NORWAY) 

 
SCAR (Solid Earth Geophysical Working Group) 
 Representative: Masaki Kanao  JAPAN 
    
GEM Foundation 
 Representative: Stefano Parolai ITALY 

 
PAST IASPEI PRESIDENTS PAST IASPEI SECRETARIES GENERAL 
1905-1907 Luigi Palazzo (Italy) 1905-1922 Radó de Kovesligethy (Hungary) 
1907-1911 Arthur Schuster (UK) 1922-1942 Edmond Rothé (France) 
1911-1916 Boris Galitzin (Russia) 1942-1971 Jean P. Rothé (France) 
1916-1922 Georges Lecointe (Belgium) 1971-1979 Jean-Claude de Bremaecker (USA) 
1922-1930 Herbert H. Turner (UK) 1979-1991 Robin D. Adams (UK) 
1930-1936 Emilio Oddone (Italy) 1991-2003 E. Robert Engdahl (USA) 
1936-1940 Nicholas H. Heck (USA) 2003-2015 Peter Suhadolc (Italy) 
1940-1951 Robert Stoneley (UK)   
1951-1954 Beno Gutenberg (USA)   
1954-1957 Keith E. Bullen (Australia)   
1957-1960 Harold Jeffreys (UK)   
1960-1963 Perry Byerly (USA)   
1963-1967 John Hodgson (Canada)   
1967-1971 Kiyoo Wadati (Japan)   
1971-1975 Vladimir A. Magnitsky (USSR)   
1975-1979 Hans Berckhemer (F.R. Germany)   
1979-1983 Bruce A. Bolt (USA)   



 International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth’s Interior (IASPEI) 
Association Internationale de Séismologie et de Physique de l’Intérieur de la Terre (AISPIT) 

43 

 
1983-1987 Ziro Suzuki (Japan)   
1987-1991 Stephan Müller (Switzerland)   
1991-1995 Alexei V. Nikolaev (Russia)   
1995-1999 Claude Froidevaux (France)   
1999-2003 Brian L.N. Kennett (Australia)   
2003-2007 E. Robert Engdahl (USA)   
2007-2011 Zhongliang Wu (China)   
2011-2015 Domenico Giardini (Switzerland)   
2015-2019 Thorne Lay (USA)   
2019-2023 Kenji Satake (Japan)   
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